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May 2019
 

National Day of Prayer 
May 2, 2019 

Steps of Newark City Hall 
12:20-12:40 pm 

Let’s join as a community to  
pray for our Nation! 

 
If my people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14



Session has moved to make Worship, Sunday 
School & Coffee Hour Peanut, and Tree Nut Free. 
This is because of several individuals who have 
intolerances and allergies to nuts. A nut allergy is 
very serious and can easily lead to extreme 
reactions that can kill.  1% of people have a nut 
allergy. The number of people with nut allergies 
doubled between 1997-2002.  We need to keep 
allergies from being a barrier. We can go two 
hours without nuts, so that other people can feel 
safe worshiping the Lord. Read labels carefully. 
Packaged items will say on them if they contain 
nuts or are made in a factory that processes nuts. 
Let’s work to make sure that we aren’t bringing 
anything with us to worship, to Sunday School or 
to Coffee Hour that contains or may contain nuts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour - Make sure to 
join us each Sunday at 10:15 
a.m. for some refreshments 
and fellowship prior to 
worship.  There is a sign-up 

sheet in the Sanctuary, if you would like to bring 
the snacks. Please remember NO PEANUTS. 
 
 

Sermons 

 

May Sermons 

May 5 – In Antioch in Syria 
May 12 – The Godly Woman 
May 19 – The Church Decides 
May 26 – Freedom in Christ 

 

 

Christian Education 

 
Good Morning Bible Study began March 7 and is 
from 10:00 am to noon in the Golden Circle room. 
We will be studying the book of Judges. No book to 
buy, just bring your Bible.  
 

 
 

“Follow” 

In this eight-session DVD Bible study, author and 
pastor Andy Stanley will take us on a Bible study 
journey through the Gospels as he traces Jesus’ 
teaching on what it means to follow. 

Lots of people think Christianity is all about doing 
what Jesus says. But what if doing what Jesus says 
isn’t what Jesus says to do at all? Jesus’ invitation is 

an invitation to relationship, 
and it begins with a simple 
request: follow me. Jesus 
doesn’t expect people to be 
perfect. He just wants us to 
follow him. Being a sinner 
doesn’t disqualify anyone. Being 
an unbeliever doesn’t disqualify 
anyone. In fact, following 
almost always begins with a 
sinner and unbeliever taking 
one small step.    
 

Beginning Sunday.  May 5th, please join us in the 
Journey Room at 9:15 a.m. Questions? Please see 
Peggy.  
 

Personnel Committee 

Choir Director Needed - The Church is in need of a 

new Choir Director. A full job description is 

available on the church’s website. Please share this 

with anyone who might be interested.  

Church Organist Needed - The Church is in need of 

a new Organist.  If you know of anyone that may 

have an interest in filling this role please share this 

with them and have them contact the church 

office.  

Gluten Free Communion Available  

We now have gluten free 

communion wafers available for 

anyone who wants them. They will 

be in the communion cup trays.  





Please remember:   

The May 2nd meeting has 
been moved to May 1st at 
6:30 pm at the Look Up 
Center due to schedule 
conflicts.  

Alpha Retreat Pictures

 

 

 

ALPHA – Please come and celebrate with us as we wrap 

up our sixth offering of Alpha. Our “Celebration 

Dinner” will be held on Thursday, May 9
th

 at the Look 

Up Center (50 O’Bannon Ave) and is open to the 

congregation and friends and family of our guests. This is 

an opportunity to see what Alpha is all about. Previous 

guests and team members of Alpha are encouraged to 

attend and celebrate the journey of our current guests 

(even if you have come before!) Invitation cards are on 

the sign-up table in the back of the sanctuary. Please plan 

to come and bring someone with you. Beginning at 6:30 

we will have a meal, followed by information about 

Alpha and one of the videos. We should finish no later 

than 8:30.  

 

Please RSVP no later than Sunday, May 5th to Peggy 

(740-323-2353) or Kim (740-345-6624) or email Peggy 

at 1stpresnewarkalpha@gmail.com so we know how 

many to plan on. Please note: we are not able to offer 

child care. 

 The next session of Alpha will be held this fall, beginning in 

early September.  

 

mailto:1stpresnewarkalpha@gmail.com


       Congregational Care 

 
 
Prayer Chain Updates – Please send all 
requests to Tracee Barr at 
hippieluv12@yahoo.com.  Please state whether 
requests are for Prayer Chain Only or should also 
be distributed to the church for the bulletin. 
 

 

Evangelism & Outreach 

 

 

Y Healthy Kids- Backpack 

 

 
The Y-Heathy Kids Network Back Pack Program 

Involvement Opportunities 
 

Food Delivery (We Really Could Use Some Help) – 
The Presbyterian Partnership is also tasked with 
taking these prepacked boxes to the Newark and 
Heath Schools every other Wednesday. We hope to 
be able to deliver to all 15 schools eventually, but 
want to start with a more manageable number. 
There are eight schools that we will be delivering 
to. 1st Pres is delivering to six schools, every other 
Thursday at 9:00am. You do not have to have a 
vehicle capable of delivery. To sign up for 
delivering or if you have any questions see Rev 
Steve. 

 
 

CANDLEWICK COMMONS 
 

The Evangelism and Outreach Committee has 
planned outreach to our neighbors at Candlewick 
Commons again this year.  We have been taking 
meals to them four times a year for the past eight 
years.  This year the meals will be on March 14, 

June 13, September 12 and December 12.  If you 
would be willing to provide a dessert, there will be a 
sign-up sheets in the sanctuary close to each date 
or contact Gaye Gibson at 740-344-3933 or email 
lgayegibson@gmail.com.  
 
       

 

 
 
 
 
 
Operation Christmas Child is a project of 
Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief 
organization. Their mission is to provide local 
partners around the world with shoeboxes filled 
with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies 
as a means of reaching out to children in their own 
communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
These simple gifts are shipped outside the United 
States to children affected by war, poverty, natural 
disaster, famine, and disease; and to children living 
on Native American reservations in the U.S.  
Each October at First Presbyterian, we have the 
Operation Christmas Child Packing Party.  Several 
people buy items for the packing party throughout 
the year.  If you’d like to help contribute items for 
the packing party, or collect items throughout the 
year for your own box, a list of possible items to 
purchase each month is included.  Often you can 
get items on sale after holidays or at the end of the 
season.  Wrapped shoeboxes and money for 
shipping are always welcome.   
We usually pack over 100 boxes and shipping is 
now $9.00 per box.  Your $9 donation to Operation 
Christmas Child pays for processing and shipping 
and helps them train and equip local churches to 
use their Ministry Partner Guide. This resource 
shows churches how to share the Good News of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in a child-friendly way.  Your 
donation also provides The Greatest Gift Gospel 
Booklets, which are written in the children's 
language and distributed along with shoebox gifts. 
 
There is an Operation Christmas Child box at the 
front of the sanctuary for donations.  Thank you for 
your help with this evangelistic outreach to 
children.  
 

mailto:hippieluv12@yahoo.com
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Monthly OCC Purchase Suggestions 
January-Christmas toys on sale 
February- Valentine stuffed animals or small toys 
March-washcloths and soap 
April- Easter stuffed animals or small toys 
May-Nail clippers, combs and band aids 
June-small summer toys 
July-School Supplies, including scissors, notepads, 
pencils, erasers, pencil sharpeners, pencil box or 
pouch, protractors, crayons, markers, pens 
August-School Supplies as above 
September- socks or footies 
October- Bandanas and toothbrushes 
November-OCC Shipping Money 
Every month-shipping money, shoeboxes wrapped, 
plastic shoeboxes. 

 

 

Second Mile Mission Giving 

 
Second Mile Mission Fund 

Laura and Bevan Stein 
The Father’s Heart Ministries 

International Messengers of Slovakia 
 

     In just a few days, Laura and Bevan Stein will be 
on their way back to Slovakia.  A new tax law 
called, “Social Security Totalization” now requires 
that they be in the United States for six continuous 
months every five years.  Since this is a new law, 
the Steins have not been home for a long stretch of 
time in the 23 years they have been serving 
Slovakia. During this time in the United States, they 
were able to renew relationships with family, friends 
and support team. 
 
      In February, they and their dog were able to 
meet with a group from our church and attend 
worship on February 17. They had much to tell us 
about how God was working through their ministry 
in Slovakia. They have seen and continue to see 
events that can only be explained as miracles of 
God.  They are the founders and leaders of the 
Father’s Heart Ministries which includes children’s 
clubs for disadvantaged children, equine assisted 
ministry and motorcycle evangelism.  Bevan is also 
able to preach and teach in the local church. 
 

        As they return to Slovakia, God has 
miraculously provided approval for the new land 
development plan of their Rambling River 
Ranch.  For six years they have enjoyed the events 
and ministry opportunities the ranch has afforded 
them.  As a part of this plan, which has taken years 
for approval, they believe God is calling them to 
have housing so that the children’s camps can be 
for extended times instead of only a day camp and 
there can be housing for other events.  They 
believe that in the near future it will be revealed 
what God created the land for to begin with, to 
bring honor and glory to His holy name. 
 
         Laura and Bevan receive 22% of the Second 
Mile Mission Fund.  Please pray for the Steins as 
they return to Slovakia and ask God to bless them 
and their ministry.  Please also consider giving to 
the Second Mile Mission Fund.  Simply write a 
check to the church and state that it is for the 
Second Mile Mission Fund in the memo. 
 
           Laura and Bevan are the daughter and son-
in-law of Robin Balderston, a member of our 
church. 
     

 

 
Heartbeats is celebrating 50 years of ministry 

and we are invited to celebrate with them! 
 
20,000 searches in our community were done on 

the internet for “abortion” in the last 30 days! 

Women and families that we all know and love 

are wrestling with thoughts of abortion. Our 

prayer and financial support matters and makes 

a difference in someone’s life! Last year 234 

BABIES WERE BORN TO HEARTBEAT’S 

CLIENTS and they know at least 10 OF THEM 



WERE SAVED FROM ABORTION.  They also 

had 28 CLIENTS GIVE THEIR LIVES TO CHRIST in 

2018!  
  
Partner with them through the Bottles for Life 

Campaign at our church and help them reach 

their goal of $75,000 by participating. 
 
Our Bottles for Life Campaign will run from 

Mother’s Day, May 12 through Father’s Day 

June 16. Families with little children can sign out 

a bottle in advance and the bottle can be used as 

a teaching tool to discuss God’s purpose for Life 

for every human being. Children can save money 

or ask their family and friends to help fill their 

bottle. Anyone can sign out a bottle to save 

change or fill with a check.  Bottles should be 

returned on June 16.  

These gifts will be used to provide FREE services 

to Heartbeat’s clients including pregnancy tests, 

ultrasounds, parenting classes, healthy 

relationships education and abstinence until 

marriage program for local youth, post abortive 

ministry, James 1:27 ministry in support of foster 

families, and jail ministry to local incarcerated 

women. 

 

Please consider picking up a bottle  

from the cradle on Mother’s Day  

or bring in your one-time gift on  

Father’s Day to bless the women and 

families in our community with LIFE! 

 

 
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham  

 

Q: I am troubled by so much of society overlooking 

abortion as a right. My friends tell me Christians should 

not get involved in political debates, but I cannot keep 

silent about what God says. Am I wrong? -- T.A.  

 

A: The Bible says: "Woe to those who call evil good, and 

good evil" (Isaiah 5:20). God has not changed. His 

standards have not been lowered. He declares: "I have 

set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; 

therefore choose life" (Deuteronomy 30:19).  

 

The widespread acceptance of abortion is a symbol or 

sign of something deeper within our society that should 

concern us greatly. There is an overwhelming tendency 

to decide moral issues or questions only on the basis of 

whether or not they are convenient or bring pleasure to a 

person.  

 

When political issues have moral and spiritual 

dimensions, we have a responsibility to speak for the 

truth. Abortion has divided our nation like no other issue 

in recent times. God places the highest value on human 

life. The Bible recognizes the unborn as being fully 

human (Psalm 139:16).  

 

As Christians we have an obligation to show others what 

God says about living self-controlled lives and being 

responsible for our moral actions, as God defines them. 

We must never think that we can solve one moral crisis 

by condoning another; especially the crime of murder, 

for unrestrained abortion is nothing less than that.  

 

Someone has said, "A wrong deed is right if the majority 

of people declare it not to be wrong." By this principle we 

can see our standards shifting from year to year 

according to the popular vote. While it is right for 

Christians to have a voice in our culture, it is vital that we 

pray and ask the Lord to work in the hearts of those we 

know who have rejected Him, asking that the Spirit of the 

Lord bring them to salvation (Romans 8:2).  

 

 
Father Factor 

The Father Factor, a parenting skills, resource and 

support group, has been meeting at the church for 

the last few years. During their next session on 

Thursdays from May 9 through June 27, the 

Evangelism and Outreach Committee would like to 

again bless this group with a treat each week.  If 

you’d like to help out, just sign up on the sheet at 

the back of the church.  You can provide cookies, 

brownies, chips, fruit or whatever you’d like.  

Please have the treat at the church in the Journey 

Room by 5:45pm on your chosen night.  Please be 

sure to put out whatever paper products are 

needed, too.  Those can be found in the cupboard 

behind the folding door just past the ladies 

restroom.  The leaders will be sure all is cleaned up.  

If you have any questions, please contact Kim 

Dershem at 740-877-0346 or 

kdershem@windstream.net. 

Thank you for taking on this opportunity to bless 

men who seek to be better fathers. 

 



 
 

Downtown Newark Association (DNA) Final Friday  

LIVE AFTER FIVE 

50’s and 60’s Sock Hop 

May 31, 2019 5-8pm 
This month the Final Friday will feature live music and lots of fun. The Heisey Wind Ensemble and the 

American Crossroads Song and Dance Company will perform.  So dig out your penny loafers, roll up your 

jeans, get out your poodle skirt and stop down for some pre-summer fun.   

Our TLC (Talking-Listening-Caring) Tent and Popcorn Cart will be set up again for the Downtown Newark 

Association (DNA) Final Friday.  The tent will be set up close to the Popcorn Cart and to relieve the 

thirst it builds, we will have small bottles of cold water.  We can invite folks to come into the tent, sit 

down, chat or ask a question.  If you are a good listener, love to talk to folks and/or pray for folks, 

please consider joining in this outreach to Newark.  We’ll also distribute information on upcoming events 

at the church, including Alpha.   

Don’t feel pressured to pray, we’ll have someone there who is comfortable doing that.  We’ve found that 

people just like to sit down and share their cares and burdens.  We have a few comfortable chairs 

provided.  Please pray and consider whether you would be able to participate in this way of sharing the 

love of God with others.  

The Popcorn Cart run by Dick Birtcher and Ron Noland could always use some friendly faces to greet the 

kids, big and small, old and young; prep the popcorn or give breaks.  

We can always use help with transport, setup and teardown of the tent, equipment and popcorn cart. The 

Final Fridays run from 5-8pm from May through September.  Please contact Sandy Noland at 

rsjnoland@windstream.net or 740-323-0169 or Kim Dershem at kdershem@windstream.net or 740-345-

6624 if you would like to give this a try.  

https://downtownnewarkoh.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2019/03/FB_EventImage_LiveAfterFive.jpg


 

 
 

FundRaiser 

 

Newark First Presbyterian Fundraiser 

Mother’s Day 2019 Carnation Corsage 

2 carnations per corsage – colors will vary 

$10 per corsage 

$11.00 for corsage in plastic for gift giving. 
On April 7th we began taking orders for Mother’s Day 

corsages.  This is the second year for our annual 

fundraiser.   While we’ve chosen Mother’s Day, we 

certainly encourage all ladies to wear a corsage on 

Mother’s Day weekend (May 12
th
 is Mother’s Day).    

We are working with Linnet’s Flowers on the Square to 

provide this fundraiser.  The last day to order is 

Sunday, May 5
th

, but the sooner you order, the better. 

Order forms will be sent to you via email on or about 

April 6
th
 and will be available with your Sunday 

bulletins as well as at the back of the sanctuary. 

We encourage you to take orders from your colleagues, 

friends and neighbors.  This serves several purposes: 

 It gives you the opportunity to allow others to help 

support your church’s fundraising efforts 

 (your friends who attend church elsewhere would 

love a corsage) 

 It gives you the opportunity to contact someone who 

previously attended First Pres  

 It gives you the opportunity to purchase a small gift 

for someone who just might need an expression of 

kindness 

 
 

Church Life 

 
What a precious sight it was to see all the 

little ones listening to their Pastor  

share the children’s sermon on  

Easter Sunday morning. 

 

Thank you Pastor Steve for all you do!! 

 

The sanctuary was so beautiful too  

as we celebrated together the  

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Thank you to all that purchased flowers in 

honor of a loved one or in memory of a dear 

loved one. They made the day extra special! 

 

 

 
Sunday, May 19 

 
Appetizer Potluck Party in the 

fellowship hall following church service. 
Bring your favorite appetizer to share 

and we will make a meal of it!  
Punch will be provided. 



 

Wear Red to the Party 

Join us June 9, as we 
celebrate the Christian 

holy day of 
Pentecost; a day that 

commemorates the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles and other 
followers of Jesus Christ while they 

were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast 
of Weeks. Christians recognize this day 

as the birth of the church. 
Following Sunday’s service, we will be 

continuing the celebration in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

Bring a dish to share as a First Fruits 
Offering from your kitchens! Additional 

fun planned! 
 

 
The next Lunch Bunch 
will be June 19th at the 
Trout Club at noon. 

 

 
  
         May Birthdays 

 

Gary Collins    May 3 

Ann Howard    May 6 – 90 

Kathy Golde   May 8 

Sarah Darr   May 10 

Michelle Allds   May 25 

Christa Brace   May 25 

Jared Frick   May 25 

Angie Klinker   May 27 

Gary Clark   May 29 

Wayne Carlyle  May 30 – 95 

Julie Ashcraft   May 31 

 

 
 

 for our Quilt Show.  

 
Stay tuned for more details.    

We will be announcing some updates to 
the event and sharing the beautiful quilt, 

donated by the Denunes and  
quilted by Donna Kinney! 

  

1
st
 Presbyterian Church 

6
th

 Annual Quilt Show 

 

 
 

 

 

         

         

May Anniversaries 

 

Sharon Wills   May 4 

Gary & Jo Deweese  May 14 

Tim & Lisa Detrick  May 17 

Mick & Sue Kiely  May 22 

Robin & Carol Balderston May 23 

Ed and Barb Jobes  May 23 

Steven & Diana Brand May 28  

 

 

 


