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“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— for
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is
good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
– 1 Timothy 2:1-4
When discussing prayer, we often go directly to Jesus’ teaching on prayer during the sermon on the mount.
This is a wonderful resource, but there are other descriptions of prayer in the Bible that can help us as well.
One of my favorites is found in 1 Timothy chapter 2 and is referenced above.
First, the author (Paul), gives us a clear teaching into what should make up the contents of our prayers. He
gives us 4 categories: petitions, prayers, intersession and thanksgiving. A petition is a formal request to
authority with respect to a given cause. This is when we ask God for specific outcomes. We might say that
when we petition God, we are asking that God act in such a way that mirrors our own will in a given situation.
Prayers for cures to diseases, prayers for material gain, prayers for specific outcomes, prayers that other
people act a certain way, these are all examples of petitions. When we pray, we need to feel comfortable to
bring all of our specific requests to God.
The second category of items that must make up the content of our prayers is prayers. This might seem out of
place. Our prayers should contain prayers; thanks for the help Paul. Yet, I believe that prayers, in this case, is
referring to a specifically earnest hopes and wishes. Sometimes we don’t know what we want. Sometimes we
don’t have any idea what outcomes would best lead to our desires. I would love for the world to enter a time
of peace, but I don’t know what specific things to ask God for to make that happen. I want my kids to grow up
to be happy and have nice lives they can be proud of; but I don’t know what needs to happen for this to be a
reality. When we pray, we need to feel comfortable to bring all of our hopes and wishes to God.
A third category is intercession. Intercession is the act of intervening on the behalf of another. This is simply
saying that our prayers need to include petitions, and prayers (hopes and wishes) for others. Our prayers
cannot simply be about us. I would also say that our prayers for other people should be considerate of their
hopes, desires and wants. I don’t mean to say that we should pray exactly what the other person would say
themselves, because sometimes we know better. Sometimes we know that what the other person wants is
actually bad for them. However, we need to be careful that our prayers for others aren’t selfish, but are truly
asking for what is best for them.
Thanksgivings or expressions of gratitude, make up the fourth category of content in prayer. In general, being
thankful has been scientifically proven to improve mental health, physical health and relationship building.
Thankful people are proven to be happier, thankful people tend to take better care of themselves physically
and thankful people maintain more and stronger relationships then others. It is no surprise then, that being
thankful in in prayer life improves our spiritual life and our relationship with God. It is important that we
share our thanks to God when we pray.
After Paul works through the content categories of prayer, he talks about the importance of praying for all
people. He says that our prayers should “be made for all people, for kings and for all those in authority.” Paul

makes it clear that we are to pray for everyone. We tend to pray for those we have a relationship with. We
tend to pray for our self. When we do pray for people we don’t have a relationship with, we tend to pray for
victims, we tend to pray for the vulnerable, the weak, those who are in need. This is great, but Paul tells us to
pray for everyone. I wonder what would happen if we started praying for the victim and the perpetrator? If we
prayed for the vulnerable and those exploiting their power? If we prayed for those who are weak or in need
and those who are strong or have an abundance? Paul says that we might have peace.
Think about this scripture the next time you pray. Remember to pray for petitions, and prayers. Remember to
pray on behalf of others. Remember to be thankful and remember to pray for everyone.

In Christ,
Rev. Steven Brand

Worship
We will be observing
Communion on May 2,
2021 during our Drive
In service on Sunday
morning. Come
prepared to participate
in the Lords Supper together.

Sermons
May 2 – Cultivating a Harvest - John 15:1-8

May 9 – I Chose You and I Choose Your- John 15:9-17
May 16 - God's Prayer for Us- John 17:6-19
May 23 – Pentecost - John 15:26-27; 16:4-15
May 30 - How Can this Be? -John 3:1-17

Adult Zoom Sunday School

Wilson Gift Cards Fundraiser

The Adult Sunday School class resumes our “Laugh
Again” study by Chuck Swindoll on April 11th. We
are half way through our
study looking at the topic of
joy using the of book of
Philippians. We are enjoying
this study, learning to see life
from God’s perspective and
choosing joy as we trust Him
more. We are actual
beginning to ‘laugh again’!
Please join us via Zoom
Sunday mornings. The link opens at 9:00, class
begins at 9:15 for an hour.

Orders for Wilson’s Garden
Center Gift Cards were taken
between February 17 and March
31, 2021. The cards were sold
for $25.00 each and we were
able to make $5.00 on each card sold. There
were 59 gift cards sold so the church made
$295.00 in this fundraiser. Thank you to all that
participated.

New Zoom link for Adult SS for May & June
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87303204052?pwd=U2J
zaXlnT0REQUJmbitMSXR1NFZhUT09
Meeting ID: 873 0320 4052
Passcode: 384294

2021 Virtual
Bottles for Life Campaign

Mother’s Day to Father’s Day

or join by phone (cell or landline): 646-558-8656

Good Morning Bible study resumed on
Thursdays at
10am in the
Fellowship Hall
They will be
studying 2
Samuel. If you
haven’t been a part
of this Bible study
but would like to
request the study
guide from Linda Smith. Come enjoy some
fellowship, Bible study and prayer time.

Evangelism and Outreach
One Great Hour of Sharing offering to date is
$1085.00. These monies are
divided between World Vision,
Presbytery Disaster Assistance,
and Salvation Army. We are so
thankful to each and every one
that gives so faithfully to support
missions.

May 9th to June 20th
Each year, Heartbeats partners with local churches in
Licking, Muskingum, and Perry counties to raise funds
for the life-saving services provided through
Heartbeats to abortion-vulnerable women and
families. Many families desperately need the
resources and support Heartbeats provides! Because
of the ongoing generosity of our communities,
Heartbeats has been able to offer services at NO
COST for over 50 years!
Bottles for Life helps to teach and promote the
sanctity of human life and provides a meaningful and
practical opportunity for individuals and families to
demonstrate their compassion for the unborn and for
families who have no one else to help them through
their pregnancy and child rearing journey.
Be a part of her story by giving today and help us to
continue to provide all of our services at NO COST!
You can “fill up” a virtual bottle and help us reach our
goal of $99,000! This will cover all medical services
for 2021.
We can’t thank you enough for helping us spread the
word and for helping us get people excited about
offering solutions to abortion through this campaign!

Thank you for helping her say YES!
We should be getting special envelopes
however you can mark your check or
envelope as Heartbeats and it will get to the
correct place.

First Pres is continuing to sell gift cards through our
SCRIP program. For the month of May SCRIP is
offering special $5 and $10 gift cards. They make
great gifts for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
birthdays, and graduations! Orders will be accepted
Sunday, May 2nd.
Amazon $10
Applebees $10
Barnes & Noble $5
Cold Stone Creamery $5
CVS $10
Olive Garden $10
Longhorn Steakouse $10
Home Depot $10
IHOP $10
Meijer $10
Panera Bread $5
Red Lobster $10
Starbucks $5
Target $10
Taco Bell $5
Walmart $10
A complete list can be found at
www.shopwithscrip.com/brand where you can pick
from over 750 shops and retailers that are both local
and nationwide and online.
We make a profit on each card sold and those
profits help us purchase non-budgeted items around
the church.
To order you have 2 options. Email Peggy
(liebsp@gmail.com) or give her your order at the
drive-in service. Make checks payable to 1st
Presbyterian SCRIP. You will receive your order
the following Sunday.
You can also order from SCRIP’s website. You will
need to set up an online account with SCRIP and

place an order for eGift Cards and Reloadable
Cards. Here’s how you do it:
1. Go to www.ShopWithScrip.com and select Join a
Program. Or on your phone, go
to MyScripWallet.com and choose Create an
Account.
2. You’ll be asked for an Enrollment Code. Enter
6L5F4F5D27326 and select Register.
3. Fill in the enrollment form to finish setting up your
account.
4. Register your phone for two-step verification.
5. Once your account is set up, you will have the
option to link a bank account to easily pay using
your checking or savings account. Or you can use a
credit card by entering your card information at
checkout.
6. Now you’re ready to shop and earn online.

FYI
This article was sent in by a church member and
came off of dayspring.com. It was helpful to them
and so we wanted to share it with all of you. Some
things to think about while sending out cards to
people in their time of need.
Tips for Sending Sympathy Cards
www.dayspring.com
Select a card that will be meaningful for the
person receiving it.
Does that person like a certain flower or Bible
verse? Think about what season of life the receiver
is in. Is she a mother? Grandmother?
Friend? Cards specific to the audience show that
you are paying attention and didn’t just grab
something generic.
Avoid giving advice or writing cliché
statements.
Oftentimes we feel like we need to offer some
advice or comfort to the person in a card. Consider
one of these statements instead: “I am so sorry for
your loss.” “I don’t have the right words to say, but
I want you to know I care about you.” “I can’t
imagine what you’re going through today.”
Share a memory of the person who died.
Take a few minutes to share a story or special
memory you have of the person who died. How did
they influence you? What character qualities did
they have that you admired? If you didn’t know the

person well, consider including what you
appreciate about the person receiving the card.

with me; your rod and staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 23:4 ESV

Remind the person they are loved and
remembered.
Don’t tell the receiver how to feel or try to make
them feel better. Don’t say things like “Be strong”
or “You will get past this.” Instead, acknowledge
their grief, and remind them how much they mean
to you.

The LORD is my light and my salvation – whom
shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life
– of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1 NIV

Consider including a gift card, a bouquet of
flowers, or a specific offer to help with
something.
You might purchase a gift card for a coffee shop,
restaurant or house cleaning service to accompany
your card. Plan to go help mow the lawn, fold
laundry, bring dinner or offer something else that
could support the person or family.
We serve a God of comfort. Jesus mourned with
his friends Mary and Martha when their brother
Lazarus died. God walks closely with us through
difficult times. He also designed us so that we
might offer the same comfort to others. Paul
illuminates this idea: Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and the God of all comfort. He comforts us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any kind of affliction,
through the comfort we ourselves receive from
God. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 CSB

The LORD is near the brokenhearted; he saves
those crushed in spirit. One who is righteous has
many adversities, but the LORD rescues him from
them all. He protects all his bones; not one of them
is broken. Psalm 34:18-20 CSB
God is our refuge and strength, a helper who is
always found in times of trouble. Psalm 46:1 CSB
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer, My God, my rock in whom I take refuge;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold. Psalm 18:2 NASB

Church and annual meeting/brown bag
picnic will be June 6 at Rotary Park.
Mark your calendars!

Tips for Sending Encouragement Cards
www.dayspring.com
Loving others through difficult times can be
extremely difficult – what if you can’t find the
words to say or you say the wrong thing? And
what about loving others through difficult
times from afar? In today’s uncertain times where
we can’t get belly to belly with the people we love,
sending a card is the next best thing.
You don’t have to have the perfect words. You
don’t have to know just what to say. As you sit
down to write out words of encouragement for
those you love, look to God’s Word for inspiration.
Here’s five Psalms you can use to uplift in a card.
Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are

Prayer Chain Updates – Please send all prayer
requests to Kim Dershem at
kdershem@windstream.net. Please state whether
requests are for Prayer Chain Only or should also
be distributed to the church body.

May 23, 2001

May Birthdays
Gary Collins – May 3
Ann Howard – May 6
Lena Mae Weekly – May 9
Lee Walker – May 11
Debbie Collins – May 14
Christa Brace – May 25
Gary Clark – May 29

May Anniversaries
Sharon Wills –May 4
Gary & Jo Deweese – May 14
Lisa and TJ Detrick – May 17
Ed and Barb Jobes – May 23
Steven and Diana Brand – May 28

Lena Mae Weekly
305 Kendal Dr.
Granville, OH 43023

May 15, 2021

Armed Forces Day
Armed Forces
Day is a joint
celebration of all
six branches of
the U.S. military:
Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard,
Marine Corps, Navy, and the
newly created Space Force.
The day honors all people
currently serving in the
U.S. armed forces.
Thank you to all that serve
this great United States!!



Happy Mother’s Day!
“Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving
you.” – Exodus 20:12



“Her children rise up and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he
praises her: ‘Many women have
done excellently, but you surpass
them all.’” – Proverbs 31:28-31



“Every one of you shall revere his
mother and his father.” – Leviticus
19:3



“The man called his wife’s name
Eve, because she was the mother of
all living.” – Genesis 3:20

