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THOUGH YOUR SINS ARE LIKE SCARLET,
THEY SHALL BE

White as Snow
Isaiah 1:18

From Behind the Stained Glass
You might have noticed that the end of 2018 and the beginning of 2019
have gone a little differently than in years past. Some of these changes are
by design, some of these changes are in response to issues that have risen
and some are a bit of a mixture. I would just like to talk about some of
these changes.
1. We are currently without an organist. As you all know, Ann has stepped
away from the bench after nine wonderful years as our organist. Ann gave
us plenty of notice that she was leaving; but finding a new organist is very
difficult. The church has placed ads online, at Martin’s music, with the
Presbytery News and multiple other places. We have reached out to
Denison, we have reached out to people we know who might be interested,
and we have asked everyone to share our open position with those they
know. It seems as if every capable musician in the county has a Sunday
morning gig. This is also consistent with our search for a backup organist
from a few years ago. We reached out to every church in the area with a pipe organ and asked them who
their backup organists were and found no one. Sometimes it is even difficult to find people who will play
the piano. That being said, we have the remaining Sundays of January covered with musicians and it
appears as if all of February is covered as well. We will continue to search for a new organist, but know
that it could take time.
2. There are several differences in our finances that are intertwined. We have a new church treasurer.
Emily Hare has been voted into office effective the 1st of this year. Session voted her into the year-long
position at our October meeting. Barb Jobes has done an amazing job as treasurer for the previous six
years. She worked very hard to help usher our finances out of a troublesome time. Thank you to Barb and
to Emily.
We have decided as a session to adjust our financial year in 2019. Typically, our financial calendar runs
from January 1st to December 31st. This year, it will run from April 1st to March 31st. There are many
reasons for doing so. 1. It makes planning a budget easier. The church brings in much of its income from
October to December. It is very difficult to forecast a reasonable budget without knowing the income
from the final quarter. January to March typically brings in less than 20% of our total yearly income.
This is far easier to forecast. 2. The end of the calendar year is very busy. The church treasurer is
currently expected to have annual reports, giving statements, giving envelopes and year-end reports all
during Christmas. Moving the financial year back 3 months gives more time for end of the year reports
and moves other requirements to the New Year. 3. The church currently goes January and February
without an approved budget. The church’s budget must be approved at the Annual Congregational
Meeting and so we have no approved budget the first two months. By having the meeting in March for a
budget that begins in April, we eliminate this.
Session has approved a 3 month budget in order to accommodate for this adjustment in the financial
year. January-March the church will be following a budget that is exactly ¼ of last year’s budget. The only
exception is that Session has approved a $1 an hour raise for our church secretary beginning
immediately. At the Annual Congregational Meeting, you will be presented with a motion to permanently
change the church’s financial year. If this motion is approved, you will be presented a 12 month budget. If
it is not approved, you will be presented with a 9 month budget that returns our financial year to the
calendar year.
3. We have not had a stewardship campaign. Typically, we have a stewardship campaign in November.
This year our campaign will begin in a few weeks. I know everyone is excited to hear that. Quite frankly,
we did not have the information needed in October to plan or execute a proper stewardship campaign.
We did not have a budget approved by Session. We did not have a clear understanding of the church’s
financial needs. Yet, I believe that this has worked out well. Who needs one more person asking them for

money at the holidays? This also moves stewardship from a typically busy church season to one that isn’t
nearly so. Look forward to a stewardship packet in the next few weeks!
4. I had a new baby! On December 23rd at 7:20am I became a father for the fourth time as Noah Frank
Brand was born at 7 lbs. and 19.5 inches. You can bet adding a newborn to our house has been fun. Blake
turned 1 on December 10th. Calvin is in second grade and Katelynn is a very sassy but even sweeter 4
year old. According to Presbytery policy I have 8 weeks of paid paternity leave. I am not taking 8 weeks
of paternity leave. However, I am working less than full time for the next few months. What I want to tell
you is that while I am working less, I am still working. I am still here for your pastoral needs; I am still
here for your emergencies, or anything else. I am still working on plans for 2019. I just might need more
notice than normal and I might need prompted by you. Diana is still healing from her c-section and she
cannot be left alone with all 4 kids. Especially Blake, having Blake and Noah is like having a 20 pound bull
in a china shop. So please let me know what is happening. Please contact me with wants or needs. Use my
cell (740) 616-8704 or my email firstnewark@gmail.com.
This year will be different and that is exciting to me. I can’t wait to see what else 2019 has in store for us
as a people and a congregation. If you have questions or comments please see me, your Congregational
Care Team person, or an active Elder.
In Christ,
Rev. Steven Brand

Information
Election of Church
Officers – There will
be a meeting of the
congregation on
January 27th at Noon
in the sanctuary for
the election of
officers. The
Nominating Committee has nominated Barb
Jobes and Linda Smith to the two open positions
on Session. Ed Jobes will serve a second term.
Barb Jobes would serve as the chair of the
Christian Education Committee and Linda Smith
would serve as the chair of the Nominating and
Personell Committees. Ed Jobes will be moving
to the chair of the Congregational Care Team.
Nominations may come from the floor at the
meeting as long as the person being nominated
has given prior consent and you can not
nominate yourself. (If you would like to
nominate yourself just ask someone else to
nominate you.)
Annual Congregational Meeting – The annual
meeting of the congregation will be held at noon
in Fellowship Hall on March 10th. Lunch will be
provided.

Annual Reports – All
reports are due into the
church office by February
18th. Full annual reports
will be available March 3rd.

Session has moved to make Worship, Sunday
School & Coffee Hour Peanut, and Tree Nut Free.
This is because of several individuals who have
intolerances and allergies to nuts. A nut allergy is
very serious and can easily lead to extreme
reactions that can kill. 1% of people have a nut
allergy. The number of people with nut allergies
doubled between 1997-2002. We need to keep
allergies from being a barrier. We can go two
hours without nuts, so that other people can feel
safe worshiping the Lord. Read labels carefully.
Packaged items will say on them if they contain
nuts or are made in a factory that processes nuts.
Let’s work to make sure that we aren’t bringing
anything with us to worship, to Sunday School or
to Coffee Hour that contains or may contain nuts.

Worship
January Sermons
Jan 6 – Who Am I the Preacher to? - Ephesians 3
Jan 13 –Better Together – Acts 2
Jan 20 – Saul to Paul – Acts 9a
Jan 27 – Paul’s First Try – Acts 9b
Anointing Service – Sunday,
February 10th, during Service. Lent is
a season of preparation. We get ready
to witness anew Christ on the Cross,
and Christ Alive again. Are you
preparing for this wonderf ul time?
As Christians, we are often left
unprepared for Christ due to the
stresses of the day, physical ailments,
sin, or distraction. Biblically and
historically, the Church has used the anointing with
oil and the laying of hands as a way to bring us back
to wholeness and as a way to mark times of extreme
change. This is a powerful tool that we seldom use in
today’s Church. On February 10th , during worship,
we will have a service of anointing and laying on of
hands.

SIGHTS & SOUNDS

– We have no idea how many

braved this rainy evening, but we had a crowd. Thank
you to Carolyn Durr, Ed Jobes, Diane Higgins, Charla
Dryburgh, Sarah & Chris Bowles, Alina & Keegan
Hare, Wendy Hartman, Katie Kopp, Allison Gordon,
Emily, Priscilla & Keith Hare, Pastor Steve Brand, Jo
Deweese, our cookie bakers and anyone else who
helped pull this off. We will let you know what was
raised for the Licking County Food Pantry network
when we hear from the coordinators.

Gluten Free Communion Available
We now have gluten free
communion wafers available for
anyone who wants them. They will
be in the communion cup trays.

Church Life

PIZZA & DECORATING

- About 20 members took

part in preparing the luminaries for Sights & Sounds,
taking down the fall décor, and decorating the
fellowship hall and sanctuary for Christmas. Anna
Poulnott had the honor this year of placing the angel
atop the tree. We had enough pizza, but no leftovers!
The finished product is lovely! Thank you to all who
came out to kick off our advent! As Travis shared, it
was the first Christmas party of the year.

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT Through a
downpour,
folks came out
for what
turned out to
be a fantastic
concert! It has
been
suggested that we should try to get our current
secretary, Sheri, and our two previous secretaries,
Wendy and Angie, to sing together. Apparently
beautiful vocals go along with speed typing? Sheri’s
gospel trio, Lighthouse Harmony blessed us all.
Cookies, punch and sweet fellowship followed. Thank
you Sheri and Pastor Steve!

Candlewick Commons Christmas Dinner

CHRISTMAS DINNER - Wow! A wonderful family
style meal, cooked by our very own Karen and Dick
Birtcher, was shared by over 60 of our church family!
A huge thank you goes to the Birtchers!!!! Also, thank
you for the variety of Christmas desserts shared by
you, no one should have gone home hungry. Thank
you to Linda Smith and the Gideons for sharing their
table decorations and a special thank you goes to
each and every one of you for helping with prep
and/or cleanup. It was much appreciated! The fun is
in the shared activity, both the preparation and the
event. There were so many members who were not
able to attend due to illness or schedule conflicts but
in case you were wondering, YES, you were missed.
We love ALL of our church family.

Church Life 2019 Invitation!

Coffee Hour - Make sure to join us
each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for some
refreshments and fellowship prior to
worship. There is a sign-up sheet in
the Sanctuary, if you would like to bring the
snacks. Please remember NO PEANUTS.

Do you love games, outings, meals, activities, work
projects, and/or fellowshipping with your church family
as well as all fellow believers and even those who are
curious about this Christian thing? Would you be willing
to share your thoughts on what you would like to see
on the 2019 Church calendar? Do you think you might
like to make just one of those things happen or assist in
one or more of those events?
The tightly held secret that needs to be let out of the
box is that church life activities are conceived, planned,
implemented and attended by ….. us, and that includes
you! Priscilla Hare is tasked with coordinating things so

we don’t plan activities over top of each other too
much, and she invites anyone interested in sketching
out a plan for 2019 to join her at the Coffee Shack, 409
S. 22nd St. Ste.3, Heath, on January 17th at 5:30. We
will be just talking, brainstorming ideas, and having
some fellowship. You will not leave having committed
to anything you do not want. If we come up with an
event though that you would like to assist with we
would never turn that down. (Assist can mean any
participation, i.e. scheduling, advertising, prepping,
cleaning, facilitating, praying, organizing, decorating,
laughing, researching, acting, singing, driving or any
other “ing” word that might bring about a fun get
together.)

Soup Contest and Food Drive
Feb 3rd following Worship
Enter your best soup with Priscilla for a
chance to steal the coveted Golden Spoon
award from the Brand family. Watch for
more details in the upcoming bulletins.

The Lunch Bunch will resume on
February 20, 2019 at Noon.

Card Party Luncheon

At the Olive Garden in Heath
Come enjoy a wonderful time of
fellowship and great food!

YOUTH
Jan 13, 2019

Camp Akita Winter Youth Retreat

Beef vegetable soup will be served. Feel free to bring
something to go with the soup, or just stay and play.
We will have a variety of card games available, and will
also provide greeting cards to fill out if you feel so
moved.

Lift Every Voice
The retreat is February 22-24, 2019 and is open to
all youth from 6th-12th grade. Mark your calendars
now. Scholarships for the $90 registration fee are
available if needed, please see Pastor Steve for
details.

Christian Education
Beginning in January the Adult Sunday School will
study “The Rock, the Road and the Rabbi”, a 6week DVD-based study filmed in the Holy Land.

Good Morning Bible Study – The Good Morning
Bible Study will resume in March. Watch for
details starting in February.
ALPHA update! Alpha is
returning, but will be held
at the Look Up Center
(the former Hazelwood
School on O’Bannon)!!!
We were invited to hold
Alpha there and we are thrilled with the opportunities
God has in store for us. We will be meeting on
Thursdays, beginning February 21st. The format is the
same (meal, video, discussion), just the location will be
different.
Please be praying for this ministry, maybe ask God to
show you someone to invite and bring with you. This is
an excellent way to share your faith in a relaxed, open,
non-judgmental setting.
We are always looking for table hosts, helpers and
prayer partners. We also need a treasurer and emcee. If
you would be interested in helping, please contact
Peggy (1stpresnewarkALPHA@gmail.com or
740-323-2353) or Kim (740-877-0346).

Alpha meetings will begin
Feb 21-May 9
and will be held at:
The Look Up Center
50 O’Bannon Ave., Newark
Meetings will be Thursdays at 6:30

The first training will be held at the church
on Monday, Feb. 18th at 6:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall
The retreat is Saturday April 6th, 9:00-5:00
Location will be shared later
Any questions or to RSVP, call Peggy Lieb
740-407-7217 or visit
1stPresNewarkAlpha@gmail.com

Each week we will visit a
different city and learn
about the Jewish roots of
Jesus. This will help us to
better understand
Scriptures from the
perspective of ancient
Jewish culture in which
they were written. We will
discover fascinating
background details that make the stories of the New
Testament come alive.
Please join us as we visit Bethlehem, Nazareth,
Capernaum, Galilee, Mount of Olives, and
Jerusalem. The study guide is $8.00 and the book is
$13.50. Please see Peggy if you would like to order
either of these.

Y Healthy Kids- Backpack
The Y-Heathy Kids Network Back Pack Program
Involvement Opportunities
Food Delivery (We Really Could Use Some Help) –
The Presbyterian Partnership is also tasked with
taking these prepacked boxes to the Newark and
Heath Schools every other Wednesday. We hope to
be able to deliver to all 15 schools eventually, but
want to start with a more manageable number.
There are eight schools that we will be delivering
to. 1st Pres is delivering to six schools, every other
Thursday at 9:00am. You do not have to have a
vehicle capable of delivery. To sign up for
delivering or if you have any questions see Rev
Steve.

Congregational Care

A Fresh New Year
As we begin a new year, let us hold
onto the refreshing of our minds & spirits
through just having celebrated
Christmas. Our joy in Christ should be at
our forethoughts, leading us in the giving
of ourselves to those in need both near
and far. We are to put others before
ourselves-esteem others higher than
ourselves. A difficult task at best! But
through the grace of God, with prayer &
humility, the love of Jesus can prevail. It
is in Him we place our faith so we need
to be sure He is first in everything we
think & do. May we be a blessing through
the giving of all that we have!
"Remember this—a farmer who
plants only a few seeds will get a
small crop. But the one who plants
generously will get a generous
crop."
2Corinthians 9:6
Love in the beautiful Kingdom of God!
Tracee Barr
Prayer Chain Updates – Please send all requests
to Tracee Barr at hippieluv12@yahoo.com. Please
state whether requests are for Prayer Chain Only or
should also be distributed to the church for the
bulletin.

Evangelism & Outreach
Our missionaries, Paul and
Christy Knudson, are planning
a visit with a tentative date of
Feb. 24, 2019.
More details to follow. Mark your calendar!!!

The next session of the Father Factor class will be on
Thursdays from January 24 through March 14. Contact
Kim Dershem if you have questions at 740-345-6624 or
email her kdershem@windstream.net.
The Father Factor, a parenting skills, resource and
support group, has been meeting at the church for the
last few years. The Evangelism and Outreach Committee
would like to bless this group again with a treat each
week. If you’d like to help out, just sign up on the sheet
at the back of the church. You can provide cookies,
brownies, fruit or whatever you’d like. Please have the
treat at the church in the Journey Room by 5:45pm on
your chosen night. Please be sure to put out whatever
paper products needed, too. Those can be found in the
cupboard behind the folding door just past the ladies
restroom. The leaders will be sure all is cleaned up.
Thank you for taking on this opportunity to bless men
who seek to be better fathers.

FYI
Kroger Rewards: Did you
know you can link your
Kroger Rewards card to 1st
Presbyterian Church?
Kroger Community Rewards
donates money to your
favorite charity every time
you use your Kroger card. All you must do is go
online to Kroger.com. Go to the community section
of the drop-down menu, and click on Kroger
Community Rewards. Then you sign in with your
Kroger Card ID and click on enroll. Search for First
Presbyterian Church 84451 and enroll. Doing this
does not affect your regular Kroger Rewards or Gas
Points. The more folks we have registered the
more money Kroger donates to our church.

SCRIP
Gift card orders are taken on the first Sunday of
each month in the library before and after Worship.
Orders can be picked up the following Sunday.
A list of retailers can be found at:
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Brow
se#?saved
Click on either “Alphabetical List” or “Category
List”. Printed lists are also available in the Library.
Please see Peggy, Priscilla, Louise or Lois if you
have questions.

Property Committee
New awnings were installed on
the north side and the East
side of our building and they
look great!

Thank you note from Ann Robinson:
Dear Family and friends of First Presbyterian,
Thank you so very much for the MOST generous
monetary gift that I received Sunday, December
23rd. It is very much appreciated and needed. My 9
years here at First have been filled with wonderful
memories of making music to the Glory of God.
Thank you all for your prayers, love and support.
May 2019 see a renewal of faith and commitment
in promoting the Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Blessings and love to you all, Ann
January Birthdays
Joyce Carlyle
Madison Gardner
Amanda Campbell
Owen Hollingshead
Cathy Cain
Kenita Keck
Keith Hare
Judy Doyle
Brooklyn Hollingshead
Nolan Carson
Kara Carson
Andrea Lane
Skyler Butts
Lydia Fish

Jan 4
Jan 6
Jan 9
Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 12
Jan 14
Jan 16
Jan 16
Jan 18
Jan 21
Jan 23
Jan 27
Jan 27

Personnel committee
Choir Director Needed - The Church is in need of
a new Choir Director. A full job description is
available on the church’s website. Please share
this with anyone who might be interested.
Church Organist Needed as of December 30,
2018. Please share this with anyone who might
be interested.

January Anniversaries
Diane & Jeff Dodson
John & Carol Denison

Jan 6
Jan 20

