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december 2021

Worship
Communion will be observed
on Dec. 5th in the morning
worship service.

Worship Services for December
December 5 – Communion
Guest Speaker - Rev. Steve Merold
Worship - Tara Lewellen
December 12 – Elder Barb Jobes
Worship – Tom Ogilvie
December 19 –Jesse Ryals
Worship – Rebecca Abbott
December 24 – Elder
Worship - Tara Lewellen
December 26 – Elder Ed Jobes
Worship – Rebecca Abbott
Speaker or Worship Leaders may change
Come join us at
10:15-10:45 in
the Fellowship
Hall between
Sunday School
& Church for some wonderful fellowship
time. A sign up sheet is in the back of the
Sanctuary.

Adult Sunday School
Starting Nov. 28th- When God Comes Down
Advent is the season in which we
watch, wait, and prepare to bear witness
to the coming of the true light of God's
presence in Jesus Christ. Through
worship, Scripture, and prayer, we train
our eyes to see God's presence so that in
the hubbub of the "holidays", we are prepared to
celebrate a "holy day"- when God came down among
us in human flesh.
Beginning November 28th we will begin the 5-week
study “When God Comes Down”, and explore the
lives of Zechariah & Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary and the
Innkeeper who all witnessed the miracle in the
Incarnation. We will reflect on their stories and see
how Christ’s birth impacted them and experience the
effect it can have on our lives.
Study guides are available ($11.00, if able). Please see
Peggy for a copy.
Here's the Zoom link for November - December.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88533277707?pwd=SUhJV2
9PZEtNa2lpZ1llWS81bFhJUT09
Meeting ID: 885 3327 7707
Passcode: 244333
Or join by phone (landline or cell):
301-715-8592

Christmas will be here before we know it. Last year
we were dealing with COVID, this year it’s ‘supply
chain issues’. Giving gift cards might be the perfect
gift to give this year! They also come in handy
when doing your shopping (in person or online).
Prayer Chain Updates – Please send all prayer
requests to Kim Dershem at
kdershem@windstream.net or you can do a reply
all on a previous prayer chain email. Please state
whether requests are for Prayer Chain Only or
should also be distributed to the church body.

First Pres is continuing to sell gift cards through our
SCRIP program. Hundreds of retailers participate,
so there is a great selection to pick from
(restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, etc. (even
those not in our local area). We make a profit on

each card sold and those profits help us purchase
non-budgeted items around the church.
We will be taking orders Nov 21st and Dec 5th.
Orders will be available the following Sundays.
To order you have 2 options. Email Peggy
(liebsp@gmail.com) or give her your order in the
sanctuary. Make checks payable to 1st Presbyterian
SCRIP.
You can also order from SCRIP’s website. You will
need to set up an online account with SCRIP and
place an order for eGift Cards and Reloadable
Cards. Here’s how you do it:
1. Go to www.ShopWithScrip.com and select Join a
Program. Or on your phone, go
to MyScripWallet.com and choose Create an
Account.
2. You’ll be asked for an Enrollment Code. Enter
6L5F4F5D27326 and select Register.
3. Fill in the enrollment form to finish setting up your
account.
4. Register your phone for two-step verification.
5. Once your account is set up, you will have the
option to link a bank account to easily pay using
your checking or savings account. Or you can use a
credit card by entering your card information at
checkout.
6. Now you’re ready to shop and earn online.

The retailer list is available online
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Brow
se. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on
‘Retailer List’.

Church Life
Ever wondered what the greater PCUSA mission
network looked like? A great way to connect with
how God is working through the greater church is to
follow along with the Presbyterian Mission
Yearbook of Prayer. No longer in print, but
accessible now online, many more Presbyterians
around the globe have access! Check
out https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/
for yourself. It is a great source of information and
direction for prayer for churches, presbyteries,
synods, missions, mission coworkers, etc.

Congregational Christmas Dinner after
church on December 12
following service, we will
share Christmas dinner in
the Fellowship Hall.
Donations for the lunch will
go toward supplies for our
Blessings Box.

Twenty three or so church
mice gathered to decorate
the church for the
holidays, and it looks
lovely! Thank you to all
those involved and thank
you to Keith Hare for the
soup lunch. Now let us
prepare our hearts and
minds for celebration of the remembrance of
Christ's first coming and anticipation of His
second!
CHURCH MICE:
The Church Mice will only gather on December 7.
We will probably be working on the entry ways and
long hallway.

Epiphany is Jan. 6, 2022. So we will be undecorating the church following the worship service
on January 9.

Good Morning Bible study meets
on Thursdays at 10am in the
Fellowship Hall. They are studying I
Kings through John MacArthur’s study
book. If you haven’t been a part of
this Bible study but would like to,
request the study guide from Linda
Smith. Come enjoy some fellowship,
Bible study and prayer time.

Evangelism and Outreach
100 shoeboxes from First
Presbyterian Church were
filled and will be sent to
children all over the world
with the Samaritan’s Purse
Operation Christmas Child ministry. Thank you to
all that helped with this ministry.

Dear Sights and Sounds Church,

Candlewick Commons
The Evangelism and Outreach Committee will be putting
together a gift bag for the folks at Candlewick
Commons. An Advent devotional has been ordered for
each resident and employee. Along with this, we’d like
to give them some homemade cookies. The residents
really enjoyed the cookies in the Valentine Gift Bags.
Would you be able to help provide homemade cookies
for them? Please let Sandy or Kim know.
We would like to give each resident a
couple different kinds, which means we
need at least 90 bags of cookies. We
would ask that you put 2-3 cookies in
individual zipper bags. You can deliver them to the
church between 9:00-2:00, Dec. 7-9.
Contact information: Sandy Noland
at rsjnoland@windstream.net or 740-323-0169 or Kim
Dershem at kdershem@windstream.net or 740-8770346.

First Presbyterian Church:
Thanks for the treats
throughout the weeks we
had Father Factor cohorts
at the Church. You
kindness and support, as
always, was heartfelt and greatly
appreciated. Once again – we are grateful
for First Presbyterian – God bless !!

Best regards,
Samuel Britton
Father Factor

Sights & Sounds is such an amazing community
event, bringing together
the talents of our church
communities, raising
awareness and support
of Food Pantry Network
of Licking County and
kicking off the holiday
season with a
wholesome familyfriendly tradition.
I am sad, as I am sure
you are, that we need to
cancel the event again this year.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit and knowing that our
parish as the usual finale stop on the Sights &
Sounds tour is large enough to safely bring
everyone together for a single-stop concert, we
are excited to invite the greater Newark
community to a holiday concert at St. Francis.
Our concert, Advent Hope – Christmas Joy will
be on Thursday, 12/2 at 7pm followed by a
reception. There is no cost to attend the concert,
but a free will offering will be collected to
benefit the Food Pantry Network of Licking
County. Please RSVP here
(https://bit.ly/2Zq4U1v) so we can prepare for
the reception.
Again, this is not intended to replace the annual
Sights & Sounds event long term, rather just as
an opportunity to bring our communities
together during this “gap year” in a time when
we all so desperately need to connect with each
other and to celebrate the reason for our hope
and ultimate joy… Jesus!
Attached is a copy of our event flyer and social
media images. We would love for you to invite
your congregation and others in the community
to attend. We will also mail printed flyers to you
to post on bulletin boards.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate
to reach out to me at 740-345-8118 or by
replying to this email.
Thank you and many blessings,
Theresa DeMers
Sights & Sounds – Committee Member
St. Francis de Sales Parish - RCIA Director,
Alleluia Chorus Member and Parishioner

December Birthdays
Sarah Bowles
Steve Keck
TJ Detrick
Ed Jobes
Tim Cain
Keegan Hare
Diane Higgins
Sharon Wills
Kim Dershem

12/02
12/03
12/04
12/09
12/10
12/13
12/13
12/17
12/31

December Anniversaries
Gary and Mona Clark 12/14
Gary and Deb Collins 12/20

Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.
Elders: Mark your calendars for the
Partners in Education Training at
Worthington Presbyterian Church. In
person: Saturday, January 8th 9:003:00 $15.00 per person (covers lunch)
Online: Tuesday, Jan. 11th 7pm on Zoom.

Silent night, holy night
shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love' s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night,
wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Where is the Christmas Cat?
You never know where this infamous
cat will show up next. Maybe under
the tree, maybe on the lectern, in the
window or tucked away till next year. I
hope this brings a smile to your face,
not a frown!

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday

Friday

Sat.

2 St. Francis de
Sales Holiday
concert. Must
RSVP
9
10:00 Good
Morning Bible
Study - FH

3

4

10

11

5 SCRIP orders
9:15 Adult SS in FH &
Zoom
10:15-10:45 Coffee Hr. FH
11:00 Church – Sanctuary
with Communion

6

7
10:00 Church
Mice

8

12
9:15 Adult SS in FH &
Zoom
10:15-10:45 Coffee Hr. FH
11:00 Church – Sanctuary
Christmas Dinner after
Worship in Fellowship
Hall

13

14

15

16
10:00 Good
Morning Bible
Study - FH

17

18

19
9:15 Adult SS in FH &
Zoom
10:15-10:45 Coffee Hr. FH
11:00 Church – Sanctuary

20

21

22

23
10:00 Good
Morning Bible
Study - FH

24
Christmas
Eve
Service

25
Christmas

26
9:15 Adult SS in FH &
Zoom
10:15-10:45 Coffee Hr. FH
11:00 Church – Sanctuary

27

28

29

30
10:00 Good
Morning Bible
Study - FH

31

